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June 4, 2013

Mr. Jay Correia, State Historian III

Supervisor, Registration Unit

California State Office of Historic Preservation
1725 23™ Street, Suite 100

Sacramento, California 95816

Subject: Request for Approval to Relocate Bono’s Restaurant and Deli, San Bernardino County,
California (LSA Project No. APG1301)

Dear Mr. Correia:

On behalf of Alere Property Group (Alere) and Joe Bono, owner of Bono’s Restaurant and Deli, LSA
Associates, Inc. (LSA) is requesting approval to relocate Bono’s Restaurant and Deli located at 15395
Foothill Boulevard, in the vicinity of Fontana, San Bernardino County, California (Figure 1). The
property was listed in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) in 2008 and the
owners would like to maintain that listing after the move. Therefore, pursuant to 36 CFR 60.14(b),
LSA is submitting background information regarding the historic property, a written explanation for
the proposed move, records search information regarding the potential archaeological sensitivity of
the proposed relocation site, photographs of the current and proposed locations, and existing and
proposed site plans. It is our hope that this request will receive your support and, as we previously
discussed, be scheduled for review by the State Historical Resources Commission at its August 2,
2013, meeting,.

Historic Property Background1

According to the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, Bono’s Restaurant and Deli
is significant at the local level under Criterion A as a commercial property with high integrity that is
associated with Route 66 (Exhibits A and B). Its period of significance is 1943 to 1956, which
encompasses the period when it was expanded from a roadside produce stand to a restaurant to the
year the Federal-Aid Highway Act was passed. The historic property consists of Bono’s Restaurant
and Deli and the adjacent parking lot, which was an important and necessary feature for
accommodating automobile travelers during the period of significance. The 1980s hallway addition,
the 19® century house, and the three-car garage are considered non-contributing features.

Bono’s roadside produce stand was established in 1936, ten years after construction of Route 66
began (1926) and two years before its paving was reported complete (1938). At the time, Bono’s
vineyards were struggling and the stand was a way to help make ends meet. Since the nearby city of
Fontana was still very small, Bono’s roadside stand was largely dependent on those passing by on

' Unless otherwise cited, information in this section is from the National Register of Historic Places

Registration Form for Bono’s Restaurant and Deli prepared by Laura Vanaski in March 2007 and attached
as Exhibit A.
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LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.

Route 66 (now Foothill Boulevard). During Bono’s early years, it is estimated that more than 200,000
people used Route 66 as an escape route from the Dust Bowl states. Between 1940 and 1943,
passenger rail service was limited by the war effort and Route 66 and other highways saw an increase
in traffic.

To accommodate the demands of increased travelers, truckers, and the growing resident population of
nearby Fontana, in 1943 Bono’s expanded into a full-service restaurant. The roadside market was
expanded to the south and west and the open archway fagade was enclosed with glass. An addition
was constructed of wood framing and sheathed in white stucco and light green tile to match the
original market facade. Space was added to accommodate counter service meals, a take-out deli, a
full-service kitchen, and storage space while the old market space was converted into a dining area. A
restroom building was also added to the property.

That same year (1943), advertising elements were added to the building to draw the attention of
passing motorists. These included large signs on the street-facing elevations, red and green stripes
painted on the white stucco indicating the type of cuisine, and decorative grape vines mounted on the
exterior columns to advertise one of the establishment’s original products: wine. These types of
decorative, advertising elements were typical of businesses along Route 66.

In the 1930s, the section of road along which Bono’s is located was home to a proliferation of small
markets and fruit stands, but by 1943 Bono’s, was one of only a few remaining. The restaurant’s
ability to evolve with changing times was key to its survival. Also helping with Bono’s success was
the growth of nearby Fontana. In 1942, Kaiser Steel located its West Coast operations in Fontana,
attracting numerous new workers and residents to the area. Many of these were Italian immigrants
who had worked in mills on the East Coast. Bono’s took advantage of this increased demand for
Italian foods and products, becoming an important social hub for the immigrant community. This new
customer base helped sustain Bono’s after the Federal-Aid Highway Act was passed in 1956 and
when Route 66 was bypassed by Interstate 10 in the following decades.

Over the years, many of the other businesses that lined this stretch of Route 66 closed and, in many
cases, the buildings were eventually demolished. However, Bono’s continued to survive, making few
alterations to the 1943 building. In the 1970s, plywood paneling was added to the exterior in a style
typical of that period and in the 1980s, a single-story 19" century house was joined to the restaurant
by constructing an enclosed hallway between them. The house is located to the south of the property
and is not visible from Foothill Boulevard/Route 66. In 2006, owner Joe Bono removed the 1970s
wood paneling, revealing the original tile and stucco.

Bono’s remained a thriving business until 2006 when Mrs. Frances Bono, the original chef, passed
away. The restaurant is currently closed, but the owner plans to reopen it after it is relocated.

Explanation for Proposed Move

Bono’s Restaurant and Deli currently sits within the designated right-of-way (ROW) for both Foothill
Boulevard (former Route 66) and Sultana Avenue (Figure 2). Sultana Avenue at the intersection is a
partially built street with no ROW asphalt or curb and gutter. The restaurant’s proximity to the street
coupled with the lack of street improvements on Sultana has led to several incidences of vehicles
hitting the restaurant while attempting to make the turn from Foothill onto Sultana. More specifically,

6/4/2013 (R\APG1301\Letter to OHP.doc) 2
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the building has been hit five times by truck drivers attempting to make the turn at the intersection.
Fortunately, the building has not suffered any structural damage as a result of these accidents even
though it sits only 15 feet from the current path of travel.

In order to protect the restaurant and allow for improvements to the intersection, the building is
proposed to be relocated approximately 15 feet west and 20 feet south of its current location within
the existing restaurant property (Figure 2). The relocation would entail lifting the building off its
foundations and temporarily setting it on structural members before creating a new basement space
and putting it on a new slab foundation. The restaurant will then be relocated and, if necessary,
repaired to its current condition.

Potential Effects of Relocation

One of the requirements of the process outlined in 36 CFR 60.14(b) (Relocating properties listed in
the National Register) is that the potential effects of the relocation on the property’s historical
integrity be assessed. National Register Bulletin 15 defines integrity as “the ability of a property to
convey its significance” and lists the following seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (Andrus and Shrimpton 2002). Which of these
factors is most important depends on the particular National Register criterion under which the
resource is considered eligible for listing.

Bono’s Restaurant and Deli was listed in the National Register under criterion A at the local level of .
significance “as an important Route 66 commercial property maintaining a high degree of historic
integrity” (Vanaski 2007:8.4; Attachment A). The National Register Registration Form emphasizes
that “the significance of Bono’s is derived from its direct connection with the history of Route 66 in
the San Bernardino County, California area as well as its connection with the development of the City
of Fontana and surrounding communities” (Vanaski 2007:8.4). It further states that “Bono’s has been
recognized by a number of Route 66 publications as a seminal Route 66 landmark...[and] has also
been recognized by the City of Fontana’s Historical Society as part of the City’s Route 66 heritage”
(Vanaski 2007:8.4 and 8.5). Clearly, Bono’s location adjacent to Route 66 is one of the most
important factors contributing to its significance as a National Register property.

As previously stated, the owner proposes to shift the restaurant 15 feet to the west and 20 feet to the
south on the existing restaurant property (Figure 2) to avoid damage to the building from vehicles
hitting it while attempting to turn at the intersection of Foothill Boulevard (former Route 66) and
Sultana Avenue. The move will also facilitate intersection improvements. To accommodate the
relocation, a retaining wall in the parking lot will be removed and part of the parking lot, which is a
contributing feature, will be reconfigured (Figure 2). After its relocation, any damage that may have
occurred during the move will be repaired to the current condition.

Integrity of design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association will not be affected by the
proposed relocation, but integrity of materials and location will be minimally diminished. In order to
relocate the building, some materials, such as the original foundation and basement may need to be
replaced and/or repaired. It is likely this will be completed with modern materials that meet current
building and safety codes. In addition, any damage to the building that occurs during the move will
also be repaired. Integrity of materials is not a key factor in the property’s significance and these
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minor materials changes are not anticipated to impair the property’s ability to convey its significance
or to be particularly noticeable to the general public.

As discussed above, integrity of location is a key component of the property’s significance. If it was
not located adjacent to Route 66 it would not be able to convey its significance as a Route 66-related
property. Therefore, it is crucial to maintain proximity to Route 66. Shifting the building 15 feet west
and 20 feet south within the restaurant property is a very minor change in the building’s location. The
restaurant will continue to be located at the intersection of Foothill Boulevard (former Route 66) and
Sultana Avenue. After relocation, the building may be slightly less visible from a distance to drivers
heading east on Foothill Boulevard, but it will remain clearly visible to motorists heading west on
Foothill Boulevard. Therefore, the proposed relocation will not diminish integrity of location to the
point that the property will no longer be able to convey its significance.

Setting and Environment

Another requirement of 36 CFR 60.14(b) (Relocating properties listed in the National Register) is that
the historic property’s new setting and environment be discussed, including the potential for the
relocation to adversely affect the significance of any historical or archaeological resources. Since the
building is proposed to be relocated on site, its general setting and environment will not change, but
as part of the relocation some ground disturbance will occur. This could potentially result in the
identification of subsurface artifacts.

In order to determine the potential for subsurface deposits, on May 3, 2013, LSA completed a site-
specific records search at the San Bernardino Archaeological Information Center (SBAIC) located at
the San Bernardino County Museum in Redlands. The SBAIC is the State-designated repository for
records concerning cultural resources in San Bernardino County. The objectives of this research were
to establish the status and extent of previous cultural resources studies and surveys in the project area
and to note what types of resources might be expected to occur. Data sources consulted included
archaeological site and isolate records, historic maps, reports from previous studies, and the State
Historic Resource Inventory (HRI).

The results of the records search indicate that aside from Bono’s Restaurant and Deli and Route 66
there are no historic properties or historical resources within or adjacent to the subject property. In
addition, no archaeological resources have been recorded within or near the property. Based on this
information, the proposed relocation does not have the potential to adversely affect a previously
identified historical resource or historic property. In addition, there is low potential for ground-
disturbing activities to reveal any archaeological deposits that would yield important information in
history or otherwise meet the National Register or California Register of Historical Resources criteria
for significance.

Conclusion

In summary, Bono’s roadside produce stand was established in 1936. Increased demand from
travelers, truckers, and the growing resident population of nearby Fontana resulted in the expansion
of the stand into a full service restaurant and deli in 1943. In the 1980s, a hallway was constructed
that connected a 19" century residence to the restaurant. In 2006, after the death of Mrs. Frances
Bono, the original chef, the restaurant closed except for special events. In 2007, it was nominated to
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the National Register and the following year was listed in the National Register under Criterion A at
the local level of significance as an important Route 66 commercial property maintaining a high
degree of historic integrity. Because of its location at the edge of the public right-of-way at the
intersection of Foothill Boulevard (formerly Route 66) and Sultana Avenue, the building has been hit
five times by vehicles attempting to turn at the intersection. Therefore, in order to protect the historic
property, the owner is proposing to shift the building 15 feet west and 20 feet south on the subject

property.

As discussed above, the proposed relocation will not adversely affect the property’s historical
integrity. In addition, aside from Bono’s Restaurant and Deli and Route 66, a records search found
that there are no previously identified historical resources, historic properties, or archaeological
resources located within or adjacent to the property. Therefore, none would be adversely affected by
the proposed relocation. In addition, there is low potential for ground-disturbing activities to reveal
any archaeological deposits that would yield important information in history or otherwise meet the
National Register or California Register of Historical Resources criteria for significance.

Based on the information provided in this letter, on behalf of Alere and Joe Bono (property owner)
LSA asks that this request for relocation be scheduled for review and approval by the State Historical
Resources Commission at its next available meeting, which we understand is August 2, 2013.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at
casey.tibbet(@lsa-assoc.com or the telephone number provided above.

Sincerely,

LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.

Casey Tibl¢t, MLA.
Senior Cultural Resources Manager
Architectural Historian/Historian

c¢: Matt Englhard, Alere Property Group

Attachments: References
Figure 1: Regional and Project Location Map
Figure 2: Proposed Site Plan
Exhibit A: National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
Exhibit B: Current Photographs and Photograph Log
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FIGURE 1

Bono's Restuarant and Deli

Regional and Project Location
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Exhibit A: National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
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NPS Form 10-900 : OMB N 001
(Oct 15503 | MB No. 1024:0018
United States Depariment of the Interior -y
National Park Service 1353

National Register of Historic Places

Registration Form

This form is.for use in nommatmg or requeshng deierminations for'mdtvnduai propertuas and districts. See instrictions.in: How 1o Compléte the:
National:Registerof Historic: Places Registration: Form (Natnona] Register:Bilietin 164). Compléte eachiitem ty-marking " ifthe appiapriate box.or
by entering thé inforimation requested. Ifany item does not:apply 1o the: propérty being documented, enter “N/A" for "nof ‘applicable:” For: Hinctions,

architectural” class;flcai:on materials, and.areas of significance; enter onily categones and subcategones from, the instructions: Place additional
enlies and narrative items-on commuauun sheets:(NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, Word processor, of computer, to-complete all items.

T N‘ame'bf'-Pfopér’(y

historic name _Bono's Restaurant and Deli

other names/site number _N/A

2. Locati‘c‘m

street & number_ 15395 Foothill Boulevard (Historic Route 66) [ not for publication N/A

city or town _Fontana (vicinity) . X vicinity
state California . code CA_ county San'Bemardine _ code 071 zip code 92335

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

: As the.designated au*honty uhder the:National Historic Preservaﬂon Act of 1986, as amendad, | hereby certify that this lX{ nommainon
" [ requestfor deten matwon ofi ehgvbl tymet the documeniatlon standards for regrsiermg propemes in'the Natlonal Peglstex of

Historic Placep. 4 I
X meets D :‘ = Flglter Criteria. ! recommend that this properly be consndered S|gnmcant 0 nanonally

reservation
: State or Federai agenéy and preal

In ty opinior:; the property [J:meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. { ] See continuation. shet for additional
comimients.) '

Signature of commenting or other official : Date

- State orfederalvégencywand bur_ead ‘ » A

4, Natighal Park Service Certificati
I:»heregéénifvy»ﬂwai this-property is:
entered in the National Register
[J'See continuation sheet.
[ determined eligible for the
National Register
" [ Seé continuation shest;
[ determined not eligible for'the
National Register
[ removed from the:National
Register
[ other (explain):

Déte of Action

110 0%




Bono’s ResTaurant and Dell
Name of Property

San Berpardino County, CA
County:and State

5. Classification _

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as-apply) (Check only. orie box)
X private X building(s)
[] pubtic-focal - [ district
[ Ipublic-State [ site
[_] public-Federal [ structure:
' [] object

Name of related multiple property listing
{Enter "N/A™If property is not-part of asmultiple property listing.).

NIA

Number of Resources within Property
(Do:notinelude previously listed rescurees:in the caunt.)
Contributing  Noncontributing

1 __buildings
sites
structures
e _ objects
i . 2 __Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed-in
the National Register

0 ™

6. Function or Use _

Historic Functions

(Enfer categories from instructions)
COMMERCE/TRADE SUB: Restaurant
YC"OMMERC'E/T RADE SUB: Specialty Store

Currerit Functions

(Entér catégories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE _ SUB: Restaurant

COMMERCE/TRADE . SUB: Specialty Store

7. Description _

-Architectural Classification
(Enter-tategories fror instriictions)

MODERN MOVEMENT/MODERNE

Narrative Description

Materials
{Enter catégries from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE

roof ASPHALT _
walls WOOD and STUCCO and CERAMIC TILE

other GLASS

{Destribe the historic and cusrent condition of the property on-one’of more continuation:sheets:)



Bonp's Restauraht and Deli ‘San Bernardine County, CA

Narmg of Property , County and-State’

8. Statement of. Slg:fl

Apphcabie National Reg:ster Cnterxa - ' Areas of Significance
(Mark ' in-one o more boxes for the criteria quglifying the propérty (Enter categories-from instructions)
for Natwnal Register listing)

A Propetty is associated With events that have made ~ TRANSPORTATION

a significant contribiution ta the broad patterns:of SOGIAL

ouF history.

[I'B Property is associated ‘With the lives of persons

significant ifi our past.

[ © Property embodies the distinctive charactenstncs of

4 type, period, or riethod of ‘construction or
represents the work of & master, or possesses high

artistic values; or esents a significant and N _
distinguishable entity whose cormponents fack Period of Significance
individual distinction. 1943 to- 1956

[1D. Property has yielded, or is‘likely to yield information
‘impottant in prehistory or history.

Criferia Considerations. Significant Dates
{(Mark "X" in all'the boxes that apply: ) 1943
Property is:

[J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes. e .
Significant Person _

D B removed from its original location {Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
] ¢ abirthplace or a grave. :
_ Cultural Affiliation.
{]D acemetery. NIA
[JE a reconstructed building, object; or structure.
[[]JF acommemorative property.
Architect/Builder

[JG less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

withir the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Expl‘aih'th'e significance of the property onone or more ¢ontinuation sheets:)

9. Major Biblio ographical References

(Clte the books articles, and-other sources used in prepanng tms form ©On ONe oF more: contmua’uon sheets. )

Previotus documentation on fi !e_“(NPS);, Primary Location of Additional Data

[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 [ ] State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested. [] Other State agency

[ previously listed in the National Register [} Federal agency

[I.previously determined eligible by the National [ Local government
Register [] University

{[] designated a National Historic Landmark [] Other

[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey . Name of repository:
"

[] recorded by Historic Ameérican Engineering
Record #




Bono’s Restduran" and Deii ' Sarn. Bernardino County. Ck
Name ot Property County-and State. ~

76, Geographical Data__ . S

Acreage of Property less than 1'acre.

UTM References
(Plage addifionat. UTM references on a continuation: shaet)

Zone Easting Noritiing Zone = Easling Naorthing
1 11 456830 3773860 3 '
2 4

[ 'See tortinuation shaet.

Verbal Boundary Description. _
{Deseribe the boundaries of the property on a continuation shéeet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected.on a:gontinuafion sheet.)

11. Form P,repdred By

nameftitie.Laura Vanaskie

organization California State Polytechnic University, Pomona date March 12,2007 _
street & number 1423 6" Street #301, teleptione (310} 383:5205
cityortown SantaMonica ________ stale_CA__ zip.code 90401

Additional Documentation

Submit ihe following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 mintite series) indicating the-property's location.

A Sketch map for histotic districts and properties having large aéreage Of NUMErous resources.
Photographs |

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items '
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for-ariy additional items)

San Bemardino County Assessor’s Map showing the four lots occupied by Bono’s.

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request-of the SHPO or FPO)

Name.Joseph Anthony Bono N
street & number PO Box 3615 . __ teléphone _(909) 822-4036
city or town Fontana___ . state __CA_ Zip code 92334 _

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications 1o the National Register of Historic- Placesto nominate:
properties far listing or determine. ehgabrilty for listing, to list properties, and to,amend existing listings.. Response to-{hisrequest is réquired to'dbtain

a benefit in accordance with:-the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U:S.C. 470 &t seqgy).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reportirig-burden for this form is estimated to-average 18.1 hours per respoense fncluding the fime for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining-daia, and completing and revieWing thie form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form io ihe Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service; P.0. Box 37127, Washington; DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1 024°0018), Washmgton DC 20503.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Section number 7__ Page _1_ Bono's Restaurant:and Deli
San Bemardino County, CA

Description:

~ Bono’s Restaurant and Deli is located at 1:5'395 Foothill Bivd, a stretch of froad which was part of the.
original U.S. Route 66 linking Chicago-to Los Anhgeles. The property consists of one contributing building:
a commercial one-story that faces north toward Foothill Bivd. The commereial building, originally a
roadside preduce stand established i July-of 1936, was.expanded in 1943 to house an ltalian restaurant
and deli. Itis a wood frame structure atop a concrete foundation. The roof is a flat and composed of

wood frame and asphalt. -

The building is situated on a flat sité bétween Beech and Sultana Avenues in‘an unincorporated.area of
San Bernardino County. In.addition to the festaurant building itself, the site includes a paved parking lot
on its west side, a non-contributing building to the southeast and a non-contributing 3-car garage to the
southiwest. Oriits eastside is Sultana Ave. To the rear of the property is a row of private homes along

Muscat Avenue,

The:-_parkiﬁgfiot is approximately 13,000 sduar‘e feet in size. It is a simiple, flat, asphalt lot with standard
parking fines on it. It has two aceess points from Foothill Bivd., one atthe northwest end of the site and
one just west of the restaurant building. 1t is.bordered by private residences to the west and south. The
restaurant lies to.its east and Foothill Bivd. its nofth. -

The first non-contributing building is a 19" Cehtury house located near the southeast end of the original
restaurant building. The house is one story'with a basement. ltisa wood frame const’riuétiqn atopa
concrete foundation with a stucco exterior. The roofis composed of asphalt singles. Originally-a priva{e
residence, the house was adjoined:to Bono’s via the construction of an enclosed walkway in the 1980s. it
now functions as a dining room, storage room and expanded kitchen for the restaurant.

The second non-contributing building is a 3-car garage located to.the southwest of the original restaurant
building. lt*was constructed by the previous land owners and was acquired by the restaurant after its
period of significance. The garage is-a wood frame. structure‘ with a stucco exterier and a flat roof. It has

three large doors crafted from sheet metal.



_ NPS Form 16-300-3 OME& Approval No. 1024-001€
(8-88) :

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectioh.number 7__ Page _2 Bono’s Restaurant and Deli
. ‘ San Bernardino-County;, CA

The contributing buildihg, originally constructed m 1936, was small and rectangularin plan. Built by the
Borio family as a market serving juice, olivés, wing, and other local goods; its walls were sheathed in
white stucco and light-green ceramic tile. The north-wall was composéd of large, arched doorways made
of wooden trellises between a series of engaged pilasters. Originally, the arched doors could be opened
up completely; turning the space into-a covered outdoor-market, in a manner consistent with typical
roadside stands from this peried; however, in 1943 the arched openings were infilled with glazing." They
remain glazed today.

I 1943 the Bonos expanded the building to the south and west, add’ingi space.to convertthe market into
a full-sérvice restaurant. The addition'was a wood frame COhstmction,‘als‘o sheathed in white stucco and
light green tile. At the same tife as thé addition was constructed, the arched trellises were infilled with
glass. The old arches remain visibie behind the glass despite being walled closed with-wood framing and
stucco. In the 1970s most of the glazed walls were covered with-piywood paneling; however, this
paneling has since been removed by the ownerto éxpose the eriginal tile, stucco arid giass beneath it.

‘Also in 1943, signage and decoration were added to the exterior. There are thrée main sighis on the
building, one facing east and one facing west, which advertised daily specials.to passersby, and one on
top of the roof which was visible from both east and west; simply stating "Bono’s Deli, Since 1936." Two
paihted stripes, one fed and oné green, were-also added to the building's exterior just-below the roof,
advertising the restaurant’s talian fare. Finally, decorative grapevines:in purple and green were mounted
on the columns at the main entry on the westernfagade. |

A final addition to the rear of the building was completed in the 1980s. The addition consisted of joining
the existing 19" Century house directly to the south of the restaurant to the 1943 building through the-
. construction of an enclosed hallway. This added space was a single story with-a basement. The first

story was used for hosting meetings and social gatherings, while the basement was used for storage.

Today, Bono’s maintains a high degree of historic integrity from its 1943 period. The building retains its

original tile and stuceo; both of which are in pristine condition. Even the details from the 1943 period

' Longstreth, Richard. The Drive-in. the Supermarket. aﬁd the Transformation of Commercial Space 1 Eos
Angeles. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1999. p. 42,




gy o 10800 OM8 ApprovsiHo 10240078

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service :
National Register of Historic Places
-Contmuatlon Sheet

- Section number 7 P-a.g'ea 3 . Borio’s Restaurant and Deli
' San Bernardino County, CA

remain intact: the decorative grapevines are-still attached to the western columns, the arched trellises are
still intact along the north wall, the signs are still in use, and the red and green‘painted stripes have been
maintained.
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Summary Statement

Bono's Restaurantand Deliis ehglble for hstmg in the National Reglster of Historic Places under Criterion

.'d_egr.ee of'hl_stonc mte_gnty. The Natlonal Parks Service's Specxal Resource ,Studv.. Route.66 identifies

particular categories of physical resources which are essential to the road and should therefore be:
preserved. Thesev.resources include; “commercial architecture, such as motels; gas stations, diners, '
other roadside business.. Consequentiy as a commercial building-operating.as a roadside eating
establishment for Route 66 travelers, Bono's is considered an essential physical resource of the road.
The study also identifies the peried of significance for Route 66 as 183310 1970 and states that for a
resource to be considered significant, it must retain its character from this period.? Bono’s period of
significance, 1943:to 1956, clearly falls within the period of significance for the Route itself. The
restaurant retains its commercial, streamline moderne character from this period and therefore mests the
standards of integrity set forth by the Parks Sefvice.

The significance of Bono's is derived from its direct corinection with the history of Route 66 in the San
Bernardino County, G‘alifcmi’a area, as well as its gannection with the development of the City of Fontana
and surrounding communities. Since its inception in 1936, Bono's has served generations of Fontana
residents and Route 86 travelers alike. In recent years, rampant new development has been sweeping
across the inland counties of Southern California, forever changing the historic fébric- and character of the
Route 66 Corridor, and yet Bono's has been able to maintain its historic integrity and serves as an

important physical reminder of the region’s past.

Bono's has been recognized by a number of Route 66 publications as a-séminal Route 66 fandmark, such

as Route 66 in California by Gien Duncan and the Route 66 Preservation Foundation® and Guide to

! National Parks Service. Special Resource Smdy: Route 66. July, 1995. p. 28.

2 National Parks Service. Special Resource Study: Route 66. July, 1995.p. 3.

3 Duncan, Glen and the California Route 66 Presétvation Foundation. Route 66 in California. Charleston, SC:
Arcadia Publishing, 2005. p. 52.
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"Historic Route 66 in Calitornia by Vivian Davies and Darin Kuna." Tt has also been racognized by the City

of Fontana’s Historical Society as part of the-City’s Route 86 heritage.”

Hi:stoﬁt:aiifBat:quound:

Bono's began as a roadside produce stand in 1936; ten years after the construction of Route 66 officially
began in- 1826 and two years beforeits paving was reported completein 19388 The market'was.started
out of "déépe_r‘at-ion’-’ when the Bono family’s vineyards were struggling.” The City of Fontana was
established less than 25 years eaflier in 1913 as afarm town for A.B. Miller's Fontana Farms Company,
so the resident population was still quite small; approximately 2,000 people, and c;onsisted'.’mo‘sﬂy of
vineyaid and citris farmers. As such, Bono’s had to draw fmuch of its early business from Route 66
passersby in heed of food fortheir jolirney or refreshments to combat the blazing California heat.

During Bong's éarly yeats in the 1930s, it is estimated that 210,000 people from the Dust Bowl states
tried to escape their desolate circumstances during the Depression by making the long journey along
Route 66 to California.® Then; between 1940 and 1943, the beginning of Bond’s period of significance,
the U.S. responded to the vast deficiency in the number of workers necessary to support warfime
operations on the' West Coast by enacting the West ‘CoastManpower Plan. This plan enabled
government contractors to offer hundreds of thousands of new:jobs to mest waﬁime production demands
and resulted in the‘mass migration of more than one million people from the Northeast to new production’
centers in California;, Ofegon and Washington. Due to the limited capacity of the nation’s rail system,
most of these emigrants had to travel by atitomobile along Rouite 66.'"

The limitations created ‘by the expropriation of the railway system dur:irig wartime yielded another major
increase in Route 66:traffic. Not only were emigrants traveling the foad to find new work out west;

* truckers were also traveling the road in larger numbers than ever before. A Public Roads Administration
study at the time found that at least 50% of defense-related production material was movéd and delivered

* Davies, Vivian and Darin Kuna. Guide to Historic Route 66 in California. LaVeme, CA: California Rouite 66
Association, 1993.

> Fontana Historical Society. Route 66 Motor Tour of Fontana.

® National Parks Service. Special Resource Study: Route 66. July, 1995. p. 6-7.

7 Bono, Joseph: Interview with Lavra Vanaskie. February, 2007.

® Borio, Joseph. Interview with Laura Vanaskie. February, 2007.

® National Parks Service. Special Resource Study: Route 66. July, 1995.p. 7.

' National Parks Service. Special Resource Study: Route 66. July 1995. p. 8.
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by truck, ihstea’_d of train. The result was seemingiy endiess truck convoys moving back and fbﬁh‘ T
between Chicago-and the Port of Los Angeles ajong Route 66 o '

As the frequency and numbers of Route66 travelers and truckers increased?'in-vthe.‘e‘ar.ly19'4‘0‘8, so-did the
size of Bono’s. In order to:accommodate the expanding masses of Route 66 patrons, as well as the
demands of the growing resident population, Bono's expanded.into a full-service restaurantin 1843. To
make this tranisition feasible, the market was expanded to the south and west and the open archway
fagade was enclosed with glass. The addition was constructed of wood framing and shesthed in white
stuceo and light green tile to inatch the ofiginal market fagade. Space was added:to accommodate
counter service meals, a take-out delj, a fU,!.iL's'eNi’c:e kitchen, and storage space; while the old market
space was converted into the dining area, Also added to the-property was an outhouse building to the
west of the. addition containing two small restrooms. '

Also added to the building in 1943 were several advertising elements designed to-lure in. customers from
the busyroad. Large signs-Were erected on the sireet facades to advertise the usual offerings, -as well as
daily specials. Red andgréen stripes- were painted on the white stucco to let potential-patrons know the
type of cuisine they could find inside, and decorative grapevings were meunted io the exterior columns to
advertise one of the restaurant’s original products: wine. Adding very visible decorative elements lke
these was very typical of establishments along Route 66, because they were a means of appealing to a
customer base which was not constant, but rather just bassing_ through;, and therefore had to be visible
from the road.™ '

The maijor expansion and decorative changes made to Bongd's in 1943 were indicative of the-changes
taking place along Route 66 at the time. The number of travelers was increasing at a rapid pace, and
businesses 2l along the road had'to keep up if they expected to survive. in the1930s the section of the
road a!ong‘which'BQno’-s sits was homme to a proliferation of small markets and fruit stands, but by 1943
Bono's was one of only a-few 'rem’aining.,”' The restaurant’s ability fo-evolve with t,h_e changing demands
and numbers 6f Route 66 travelers rio doubt enabled its survival.

! National Parks Service. Special Resource Study: Route 66. July 1995. p. 8.
2 National Parks Service. Special Resource Study: Route 66. July 1995. p. 12
'3 Bono, Joseph. Interview with Laura Vanaskie. February, 2007
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Of course, not everyone who made-it to Fontana along Route 86 kept going; many people stayed and
made the ¢ity their home, especially with the advent of the Kaiser Steel Mill. In 1942 Kaiser Steel decided
to locate its West Coast operations inFontaha due to its existing railroad tracks-and its proximity to Los -
Angeles. With the steel mill came dozéns of immigrants fooking for work. Many of them were Halian
imiigrants who had beéen'working in-mills on the East‘Coast. The new residents brought an increased
demand for ltalian goods which they-could only find 50 miles away in Los Angeles. Recognizing this
heightened demand, Bono's intreased its supply and seléctiont of imported ltalian foods and products. As:
a result, Bono's became a-social hub for the immigrant community. |n return, the new customer base
helped to sustain Bono's after the passing of the Federal Aid Highway Act it 1958, construction of the |-
10 Freeway, and the decline of Route 66’s popularity throughiout the 1960s and “70s.™

Coinciding with the passing of the Federal Highway Act, the end of Bono’s period of significance is 1956,
in the early 1950s, the function of Route 66 began to change dramatically from a major artery of
ernigration to a tourist attraction. Automobile production and traffic congestion steadily increased across
" the country, while advancements in road construction technolégy Were'iafkingplace; As aresult, the
government passed legislation enabling the construction of new-cross cointry routes. This legislation
solidified Route 66’s new function as a tourist attraction and foreshadsowed its ultimate demiige. As a
result, the type of patrons visiting Bono's and the many other businesses along the route changed fiom -
emigrating families to tourist groups Eventually, the tourists came in smaller and smaller nurmbers as
parts.of Route 66 began to vanish or become unrecognizable. Consequently, Route 66 businesses
closed and were dembolished by the masses. It is largely because of this widespread demolition that

preserving buildings like Bono’s hias becorrie so important,

Since the enacting of the Federal Highway Act and the end of Bono's pericd of significance, few changes
have been madeto the building: During the 1970s, the exact date‘is unknown, plywood paneling was
added to the ‘exterior of the restaurantin a style typical of the time period. Then, in the 1980s, again the
exact date is unclear, a single-story 19 Century house was joined to the restaurant building by
constructing an ericlosed hallway between them. The house is located to the south of the property and is
not visible from the street, lts original roof line, footprint and most of its original walls are still intact: itwas
only altered where hecessary to jin the two buildings. In2008, the owner Joe Bono rémoved the 1970s

paneling to reveal the original tile and stucco beneath it.

1% Bono, Joseph. Interview with Laura Vanaskie. February, 2007.
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Bono’s endured the economic highs and Jows of both Route 66 and the Gity of Fontana and remained a
thriving business until 2006 when Mrs. Frances Bono, the original chef, passed away. Today, Bono's is
closed to the public, except fér-'specia.l events such as mestings and parties. Joe Bono, its current owner
and Mrs. Bono's son, has taken steps to restore the property to its 1943 appearance and intends to

reopen soon.

Because of its remarkable historic integrity, its association with and reflection of historic Route 66 during

the 1840s and ‘560s, and its importance 16 the community of Fontana residerits, Bono's-is efigible for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places. As a commercial property retaining its commercial,
streamline moderne character from Route 66’s period of significance, it meets the standard‘é,. of integrity
set forth in the Natiorial Parks Service Special:Resourceé Study: Roufe 66. Additionally, within a
landscape of rapid growth and change, Bono’s serves.as an important reminder of both the local history
of Fontana and San Bernardino County and of the history of Raute 66 itself.

OMB:Approval Ne 10240018
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Boundary Description:

The boundary of the Bono's. Restaurarit property is shown as a darkened, dashed line 6n the
-acecompanying Sketch Map: Since this boundary includes a total of four legal lots as defined by the San
Bemardino County Assessar, individual lot lines are show as lighter, dash-dot-dot lines. The building
footprints are shown as.dark, solid lines.

Boundary Justification:

The boundary includes the Bong’s Restaurant bujlding as expanded in 1943, its adjacent parking lot, the
1980s hallway addition, the 19" Century non-contributing house, and the non-contibuting 3-car garage.
This boundary includes. all- additions made fo the restaurant from. both the period of significance and the
modérn period perthe Na:t'i;onal_ Parks Service guidelines for selecting boundaries. The parking lot'is
included in‘the boundary, because it was ari important and necessary feature for accommodating

autofriobile travélers during Bona's period of significance.
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Sketch Map Key
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LSA ASSOCIATES. INC.

Exhibit B: Current Photographs and Photograph Log
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LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.

PHOTOGRAPH LOG

Name of Property: Bono’s Restaurant and Deli
City or Vicinity: Vicinity of City of Fontané
County: San Bernardino

State: California

Photographer: Elisa Bechtel, MLitt

Date Photographed: May 8, 2013

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

Photo #1 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_01), overview of north and east
elevations, camera facing southwest

Photo #2 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_02), north and east elevations, camera
facing southwest

Photo #3 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_03), overview of north elevation, camera
facing south

Photo #4 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_04), north elevation, camera facing south
Photo #5 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_05), overview of north and west
elevations, as well as a portion of the parking lot where the building will be relocated, camera facing

southeast

Photo #6 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_06), north and west elevations, camera
facing southeast

Photo #7 (CA_San Bernardino Couhty_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_07), overview of west elevation and a
portion of the parking lot where the building will be relocated, camera facing east

Photo #8 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_08), west elevation, camera facing east

Photo #9 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_09), south elevation, camera facing
north-northwest

Photo #10 (CA_San Bernardino County Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_10), south and east elevations, camera
facing northwest :

Photo #11 (CA_San Bernardino County_Bono’s Restaurant and Deli_11), east elevation, camera facing west-
southwest
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